
Friday 9th September 2022 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
As a school, we would like to express our deepest sympathies for the passing 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Her dedication to the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and to her other realms and territories is 
unparalleled and we thank her for her service.  
At Holbeach, we will observe the mourning period whilst continuing to support 
our pupils, families and staff. We will be conducting some special activities and 
holding assemblies to reflect the period of 
national mourning and commemorate the life 
of Her Majesty.  
However, unless otherwise stated, please 
assume that any other activities and events 
that we have already scheduled will continue 
as planned. 

Secondary Transfer Meeting 
If you are a parent of a child in 

Year 6, you will probably be 
beginning to think about starting the 

process of applying for Secondary 
School places. 

The  appl ica t ion fo rm for 
Secondary Transfer has to be 

completed online and can  be 
accessed v ia th i s  webs i te : 

www.eadmissions.org.uk 
These online applications must be 

completed by 31st October 2022. 
To support you with the process we 

will be holding an information 
meeting at school on Thursday  

15th September at 6:00pm. 
Al ternative ly, 

p l e a s e 
telephone the 

school office if 
you would like 

to speak with 
Ms Lynch (or Mr 

Bulpitt) about 
the process. 

Birthday Treats 
A number of families have asked for clarification 
regarding the school’s position on celebrating a birthday 
in class this academic year. 
We are pleased to confirm that, once again, parents/
carers are able to provide a small edible treat for each 
child in the class on the day of your child’s birthday. 
However, we would remind you to ensure that you only 
bring a birthday cake if it has been cut up into enough 
slices for each child and individually packaged (before 
bringing them to school). We would also remind you that 
no food brought in to school should contain any nuts. 

 

Wednesday 14th September 
• 5B Educational Visit to 

Dep t fo rd  Creeks i de 
(Geography Fieldwork) 

• School Choir rehearsing at 
Charles Dickens School 

 
Thursday 15th  September 
• S e co nd ary  Tra ns fe r 

Application Information 
Meeting (6pm in the school 
hall) 

 
Friday 16th September 
• 5A and 5F Educational 

Visit to Deptford Creekside 
(Geography Fieldwork) 

 
Sunday 18th  September 
• Holbeach School Choir 

performing in the Thames 
Festival 

 
Wednesday 21st September 
• Year 4 Educational Visit to 

The Tower of London. 
• Year 5 & 6 Boys Football 

Trials (after school) 
 
Wednesday 28th September 
• 3C Educational Visit to The 

Tower Bridge Learning 
Centre 

 
Thursday 29th September 
• 3AG Educational Visit to 

The Tower Bridge Learning 
Centre 

 
Remember to keep an eye on the 
full calendar of events on the 
school website. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Topic Overviews for 
The Autumn Term 

At the beginning of next week, you will 
receive further information about the 
knowledge and skills that your children 
will be learning during the Autumn Term.  
 
The topics this term are: 
• Nursery - “Getting to know you” 

and “Light and dark” 
• Reception - “It’s fun to be me” & 

“Up above and down below” 
• Year 1 - Paws, Claws and Roars 
• Year 2 - Toys and Games 
• Year 3 - A Victorian Childhood 
• Year 4 - Tudor Times (A Banquet for 

Henry) 
• Year 5 - Water, Water Everywhere 
• Year 6 - Ancient Egyptians, A 

Civilization Long Ago 
 
In each of the year groups there is an 
Educational Visit every term and, 
towards the end of the term, a 
Memorable Experience where the 
children showcase their learning. 

Family Hubs 
Did you know that the Lewisham Early Help service 
is in the process of setting up ‘Family Hubs’. These 
Hubs will to be open and accessible spaces (both 
physical and virtual) that are welcoming to 
families, children and young people.  
Lewisham Early Help recognises that every child 
faces challenges at different times and looks to 
support any families who are currently 
experiencing difficulties. 
For example, on page 3 of this newsletter, there is 
an invitation to a ‘Conversation Corner’ event. 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk


Pupil Premium / Free School Meals 
 

Why is Pupil Premium important to me? 
Did you know that you could be eligible to receive free school lunches for your child? This 
could be a saving of more than £40 a month per child and the school would also receive 
more than £1300 to enhance your child’s education. 
 
This initiative, which is known as Pupil Premium, is currently under used by families at 
Holbeach. Research shows that approximately 40% of families at Holbeach could be 
eligible. However only 20% have taken advantage of this opportunity. 
 
What is Pupil Premium? 
The Pupil Premium is additional funding for schools in England to raise the attainment of 
pupils of all abilities, whose families are in receipt of benefits, and to close the gaps 
between them and their peers. 
 
Why apply? 
As well as providing a free hot lunch for your child (worth more than £40 a month) those 
who qualify for Pupil Premium can also benefit from: 
· Free attendance to Extra-Curricular clubs. 
· The opportunity for 1:1 Maths tuition in Year 5 & 6 
· Contributions towards the cost of Educational Visits and School Journeys 
 
By using the Pupil Premium funding wisely, Holbeach has ensured that - 
“The differences are diminishing between disadvantaged pupils, including the 
most able, and their peers. In some year groups, they are outperforming other 
pupils.” OFSTED June 2017.  
 
Who is eligible? 
· You are eligible to apply for Pupil Premium if you receive:  
· Income Support 
· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
· Child Tax Credit 
· Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ 
 
What if my child already has a Free School Meal 
Children who are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 automatically qualify for a Free School 
Meal under the Universal Free School Meal scheme. However, the school does not 
receive any additional funding (Pupil Premium) unless the parent/carer has specifically 
applied to Lewisham using the link below. 
 
Additionally, in the even of a National or Local lockdown, only those who have applied to 
Lewisham for Free School Meals would receive a voucher from the Government’s 
scheme. 
 
How do I apply? 
Registering is really quick and easy – you can check your eligibility online and get an 
immediate answer (there is a direct link from the school’s website). 
 
For further details, or to apply, please visit www.lewisham.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 

https://schools.lewisham.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx





